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A Message from the President: 

 I am extending my thanks to all of you for your support during 2007. We added 

several new members and it appears that our chapter will add several new members in 

2008. Our growth should continue in that we have a great new meeting place, far superior 

to the Renton location. 

 I encourage you to think of an additional contribution to our Patriot Fund. Volun-

tary contributions are needed and necessary in lieu of having a fund raiser. 

 Our Chapter should have a signature event for 2008. If anyone has any ideas, 

please bring your ideas to the next meeting. 

 I urge you once again to volunteer to serve on our many committees. Our new 

committee chairmen will need all the support you can give them. Everyone should be in-

volved in the operations of our Chapter. 

 Last but not least I am wishing all of you a very Happy New Year.                           

 John E. Ernest, President 

 

Message from the President-elect: 

 I appreciate the confidence and honor shown me by the members of our chapter 

in electing me president for the year 2008.  I will strive to be worthy of the office. 

 Whether we are retired or earning a living there are many demands on our time for worthy and useful activi-

ties.  Having meetings for the sake of having meetings is not an effective use of our time.  Neither is having an organi-

zation for the sake of an organization.  To be worthy of our time, our meetings and the activities of our Sons of the 

American Revolution (SAR) chapter must be meaningful.   We recite the SAR Pledge at the beginning of each meet-

ing.  In addition, we need to review the objectives of the SAR.  The objectives of the SAR are multifaceted and include 

the following: 

Perpetuate the memory of patriots of the American Revolution. 

Unite and promote fellowship among their descendants 

Inspire in their descendants and the community-at-large a more profound reverence for the 

 principles of government upon which our forefathers founded our nation 

Acquire and preserve records, relics, and landmarks from the American Revolution 

Mark and commemorate important scenes and events from the American Revolution 

Foster true patriotism 

Maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom 

Carry out the purposes expressed in the Preamble to the Constitution 

Carry out the injunctions of Washington in his farewell address to the American people. 

  Except for uniting and promoting fellowship and acquiring new members, discussions of the details of our 

meetings and organizational matters should be secondary to our broader purposes.  We will all eventually be dead.  We 

must utilize our limited time now in the broader purposes of the SAR in order to preserve to future generations 

the liberties and principles established by our patriot ancestors. 
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 Over the coming year, I would like to see more work in our committees to bring about an outreach to our com-

munity, promoting our objectives and cooperating with those organizations that share our values.   Working more 

closely with the Daughters of the American Revolution and Children of the American Revolution will also strengthen 

the SAR, both in achieving our objects and as they are also a source of new members. 

 

John R. Berg, President-Elect 

 

From the Editor: 

 We had an excellent meeting on December 08. It was attended by 14 members and 6 guests. Our guests were 

prospective members Mr. McKinsey, David Gooding and Bill Gerre, Jan Doughty (wife of member Bob Doughty), 

Charlotte Abbott (wife of the Editor) and Irene (wife of Bill Gerre). 

 Following the opening ceremonies and introductions, we broke for breakfast. Following breakfast, President 

Ernest called for our 2nd Vice President Jon Newton to be the speaker. Compatriot Newton proceeded to give a talk on 

another Scot-Irish Revolutionary War: James McHenry. He described his military and civilian service. This was inter-

esting in that this ancestor was a doctor, aid to General Washington and a politician. 

 After a short discussion concerning the flag pole at the Lakeview Cemetery, it was decided to permanently table 

this item. 

 The Secretary reports for the May through November meetings were distributed by Allen Berg. Several spelling 

errors were noted and corrections requested. It was moved and passed that the minutes would be approved as amended 

when the amended minutes were made available. 

 Cascade Centennial Chapter President (and dual member of the Seattle Chapter) Bob Doughty announced that 

if you are attending the CC meeting on January 5th prior to the Annual Executive Board meeting and plan to enjoy 

breakfast ($20), then you need to contact Bob Doughty so he can inform the Courtyard by Marriott to have sufficient 

food. There will be no food offered at the Annual meeting. 

 State History Book is now on sale:  State historian Jim Lindley has completed an update of the Washington 

State Sons of the American Revolution History from 1895-2006. This 88 page spiral wound book captures the State’s 

history and provides a more detailed write up of each Chapter. Seattle Chapter’s history lists our Chapter Presidents, 

years served as well as those Seattle members who went on to become State Presidents. Members who submitted a 

write up of their Patriots are also included. You can also purchase a copy at our Chapter meetings. Seattle Chapter only 

has 25 history books to sell at $10.00 each.  These books will go fast so submit your orders now. Call, write, or email 

for a copy now: 

Douglas H. Nelson  

1280 NE Sunset Way  

Poulsbo, WA 98370-9320  

360-779-2431  

dhnelson@tscnet.com  

 From Doug Nelson: Recruitment Corner 

 Color Guards have proven to be a great recruitment tool.  You can help. WASSAR is looking for volunteers to 

form a Washington State SAR Color Guard.  Our Color Guard in Revolutionary War uniforms would participate in 

civic events and patriotic celebrations throughout the state, providing pageantry, drama and a sense of the nation's his-

tory.  Important events and persons of the Revolutionary period are portrayed for students and the public at large.  What 

can compare to the thrill of hearing a young child at a parade saying, "There goes George Washington!" when he sees 

your SAR Color Guard marching by with their flags flying?  Where do I get a uniform?  Don’t be concerned as they are 

available for purchase in various sizes.  Contact John Ernest at jeernest@comcast.net or call him at 206-522-9269 for 

more information. Tony Abbott and Craig Lawson have volunteered to be the Seattle Chapter representatives to the 

state committee. 

 

From the Treasurer: 

 2008 Dues: We appreciate those of you who have already paid your 2008 dues. Only 2of you have yet to pay 

your dues. The dues were due to our Treasurer by the end of November and if not paid, you are late. What does our 

mailto:dhnelson@tscnet.com
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continued membership bring us?  You will receive a quarterly National SAR magazine, a monthly Chapter Newsletter, 

meet monthly and socialize with like-minded men. It helps us to serve our greater Seattle community in furthering patri-

otic education and much more.  We belong to a prestigious lineage society dedicated to the preservation of the Constitu-

tional freedoms established by the founders of our Nation.  Your dues payment helps us in this preservation. 

 Seattle Chapter Patriot Fund:  Solicitation for money to build up our Seattle Chapter Patriot Fund has 

brought in $500.00 so far.  A BIG thank you goes out to all of you who have contributed.  We greatly appreciate your 

generous contributions.  We will be faithful stewards of your money and use it wisely and for patriotic activities.  For 

anyone who is still planning to make a donation, please make your check out to Seattle Chapter, SAR and mail it to: 

 

Douglas H. Nelson  

1280 NE Sunset Way  

Poulsbo, WA 98370-9320 

Future Events: 

 On January 5th 2008 the Annual meeting of the Washington State Society Sons of the American Revolution will 

be held to install the elected 2008 state officers. This meeting will be held at the Courtyard by Marriott, Kirkland, WA 

near Totem Lake following the end of the Cascade Centennial Chapter meeting. All members and their guests are in-

vited to attend. The approximate start time for this meeting is 10:30 AM. 

 Our Chapter will meet January 12 starting at 9AM at the Old Country Buffet, 16549 Aurora Ave. N, Shore-

line, WA 98133-5308. We will be installing our 2008 officers.  

 The following slate of chapter officers will be sworn in at meeting: 

 President:  John R. Berg; 

 1stVP:   Jon M. Newton; 

 2ndVP:  Douglas H. Nelson; 

 Secretary:  Allen W. Berg; 

 Treasurer:  Craig M. Lawson; 

 Genealogist:  Richard L. Hutchins; 

 Historian:  Jon M. Newton; 

 Chaplain:  John R. Agner; 

 Trustee #1:  Anthony O. Abbott; 

 Trustee #2:  John E. Ernest. 

This will be a very interesting meeting as the speaker will be William C. Larson, President of the Seattle Council of the 

Navy League of the United States (NLUS). He is an Eagle Scout and holder of the Silver Beaver award from the Chief 

Seattle Council of the Boy Scouts of America. The Mission of the NLUS is to support the Sea Services, the men and 

women who serve, and their families through direct action and enhanced public awareness - educating citizens and 

elected officials about the importance of the Sea Services to our nation’s defense and well being. 

 18 February 2008, 9:30 AM, the Greater Seattle DAR Regentsô Council will have the 99th Annual George 

Washington Memorial Ceremony at the University of Washington, Kane Hall, Roethke Auditorium.  There will 

be the traditional laying of wreaths, at the base of the George Washington statue, following the program. 

 

************************ 

As the Editor of the newsletter, I am always willing to include member submissions with the understanding that the sub-

mission may be edited to insure clarity, spelling and validity for inclusion in this publication. In addition, I request sub-

missions to be as short as possible with a maximum of 250 words. Exception will be made where appropriate. 

 

Please remember to bring your raffle donations to the next meeting. This provides more interesting selection 
and helps to maximize our raffle dollars. The "rule of thumb" remains: the prize should be of quality that you 

the donor would want to win.  

 

 

 

 

 


